
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 

Monday, April 11, 2022 

 

ROLL CALL –  

 

Present:  Mayor Pro-Tem Randy Gross; Councilmembers Bakeman, Dodd, Kurdelmeyer, Schuur 

City Officials:  Mayor Don Lyons, City Manager Kevin Anderson, City Clerk Patty Patano 

Absent:  Councilmember Danielle Lucas 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – March 28, 2022 

 

Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved adoption of the minutes; seconded by 

Councilmember Patrick Bakeman. 

 

QUESTIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL –  

 

Bob Schuur:  “Dog Pound” question; the area is being used for cleanup 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (NON-AGENDA) – none 

 

COMMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA) – none 

 

RESOLUTIONS –  

 

1.  Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Jim Dodd. 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s professional staff who carry on the business of planning and providing 

for the present and future needs of the citizens of the City of Dowagiac; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Dowagiac Area History recently formed the Friends of the Dowagiac Area 

History Museum to assist with fundraising; and whereas the Friends of the Dowagiac 

Area History Museums voted to establish an endowment fund to create a long-term 

permanent funding source for the museum with the Gateway Foundation; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Dowagiac has received $10,500 from three donors that were given the 

assurance that funds would to go toward a future museum endowment fund has, and; 

 

WHEREAS, the funds are held in account for the Dowagiac Area History Museum by the City 

of Dowagiac; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby authorize the release of $10,500 to the Friends of the 

Dowagiac Area History Museum for the establishment of an endowment fund to help fund 

the museum. 



 

 

ADOPTED 

 

Patty Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

 

_____________________________________  ___________________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk     Date 

 

2. Mayor Pro-Tem Randy Gross offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Patrick Bakeman 

 

WHEREAS, Chapter 7 of the Dowagiac City Charter specifies the Administrative Officers of 

the City and provides for their appointment; and 

  

WHEREAS, the Charter requires the City Attorney to be appointed by and compensation set by 

City Council; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City Manager proposes the appointment of Miller Johnson to serve as the City 

Attorney for general labor and employment matters,  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote 

of its Council, does hereby appoint Miller Johnson as the City Attorney for 

general labor and employment matters. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac does hereby authorize the City 

Manager to execute the attached Standard Terms of Engagement with Miller 

Johnson as the City Attorney for general labor and employment matters. 

 

ADOPTED 

 

Patty Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

 

_______________________________ ____________________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk   Date 

 

 

3. Councilmember Jim Dodd offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember Patrick Bakeman. 

 



WHEREAS, the City’s professional staff who carry on the business of planning and providing 

for the present and future needs of the citizens of the City of Dowagiac; and 

 

WHEREAS, the utility meters throughout the city need to be replaced and upgraded; and 

 

WHEREAS, city staff has installed and evaluated Vision Meters smart metering through a pilot 

program authorized by City Council in October 2021; and, 

 

WHEREAS, the system is working as anticipated and staff is recommending that the city 

proceeds with full implementation of the smart metering program for the electric utility, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby authorize the City Manager to contract with Vision Metering 

for a new metering system. 

 

 

ADOPTED 

 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

________________________________  ______________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 

 

4. Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Councilmember James Kurdelmeyer. 

 

WHEREAS, the City’s professional staff who carry on the business of planning and providing 

for the present and future needs of the citizens of the City of Dowagiac; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City continues to work towards the redevelopment of 109 S. Front St. so that a 

successful restaurant can be reestablished at this location; and 

 

WHEREAS, during the course of negotiations for the sale of 109 S. Front Street it was agreed 

that provisions would be made for the use of outdoor space for restaurant operations 

would be allowed, and; 

 

WHEREAS, both the city administration and owners of Oak & Ash BBQ are in agreement for 

the space that will be allowed for outdoor use;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote of 

its City Council, does hereby authorize the City Attorney to draft and the City Manager to 

sign a lease/license for use of the outdoor space behind 109 S. Front Street for restaurant 

operations.   



ADOPTED 

 

Patty Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

_____________________________________  ________________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk     Date 

 

5. Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved adoption of the resolution; seconded by 

Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

WHEREAS, the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City 

Treasurer and is being present to City Council with a recommendation to approve the following 

invoices and payroll. 

 

Bill Sheet:  4/7/2022 

EFT $15,784.95  

Checks $1,088,186.68  

ACH $32,115.47  

 $1,136,087.10  

 
 

 4/6/2022 

Payroll  $86,370.41  
  

Total $1,222,457.51 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and 

directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 

 

 Payroll     Bills   Total 

 

          $86,370.41   $1,136.087.10                  $1,222,457.51 

 

 

Adopted on a Roll Call vote: 

 

AYES:  5 

NAYS: 0 

ABSENT: 1 

ABSTAIN: 0 

 

 

 

 



 

Patty Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________  _____________________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk     Date 

 

 

COMMENTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS— 

 

Patrick Bakeman:  Visited the Fire Department and told them how proud he was of their efforts 

to save the woman who went into the Mill Pond in her car; they were rightfully proud. 

James Dodd:  Attended the Eggstravanza; the snow left as soon as the event started.  The kids in 

attendance had a great time. 

Bob Schuur:  When will the compost site be opening at the cemetery?  Kevin Anderson indicated 

that it will be open for several hours on the first Saturday of every month starting in May. 

 

ADJOURNMENT — 7:11 pm 

 

Councilmember Patrick Bakeman offered and moved adjournment of the meeting; seconded by 

James Dodd. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________  _________________________ 

Don Lyons, Mayor      Date 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________  __________________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk     Date 

 

 


